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Gas Pump Jockeys click on all cylinders

By John Matuszak

Eastside Editor

Remember when gas was 25 cents a gallon, attendants pumped your fuel and cleaned your windshield, and rock still rolled?

The Gas Pump Jockeys remember, and they will bring their high-octane brand of music, humor and nostalgia to the Reynoldsburg Tomato Festival Friday, Sept. 8 at 8:30 p.m.

The five band members, fronted by Reynoldsburg resident Pat McLoughlin, come dressed like the corner mechanic you could trust to keep your dream machine humming, and keep you laughing with wisecracks.

“Behind the scenes we’re dedicated to bringing you the best sound we can,” explained McLoughlin, who provides vocals and plays lead guitar. “On stage, we’re the responsible party to spark the audience to have fun.”

They play covers of ‘60s bands such as the Beatles, the Rolling Stones and Creedence Clearwater Revival, and ‘70s mainstays Lynyrd Skynyrd and the Doobie Brothers.

They also play original parodies of such songs as “My Girl,” which becomes “Midol,” a playful ode dedicated to half of the audience.

McLoughlin, a Whitehall native who has lived in Reynoldsburg for 16 years, is excited to be playing to a large hometown crowd for the first time in his musical career.

In high school he wanted to play in a band, but his father was determined that Pat get an education first.

He picked up his first guitar at 26, and formed a band about four years later.

He played with a country-rock band called Cimarron for 18 years, even traveling to Nashville and cutting an album in 1999.

It was then that the band members decided to shift gears and take their music in a different direction. A list of 52 possible names was whittled down to four finalists, with Gas Pump Jockeys winning out as the best tag for the type of retro music they would be offering audiences.

A marketing agreement with the long-established Phil Dirt and the Dozers gave the band added exposure, and has led to gigs as far south as Beckley, W.Va.

In addition to McLoughlin, the Gas Pump Jockeys include Larry Reese, who, in addition to playing bass, is “an absolutely phenomenal singer,” according to McLoughlin.

Kerry Patesel, another Whitehall native, is a specialist on “six-cylinder engines and six-string guitars,” the band’s Web site reports.

Patesel also plays keyboards and provides musical effects from horns to violins.

Both were members of Cimarron.

The latest additions to the band are Scott Langley, a drummer and harmony vocalist who joined five years ago, and Jim Hunter, “the finest lead guitarist the band has ever had,” McLoughlin said.

Hunter, a Nashville native who now lives in Pickerington, moonlights as the morning man on B107.9, and the Web site promises that he is “even more crazy with the Gas Pump Jockeys than he is on the radio.”

McLoughlin was also quick to praise sound man Rob Hard as an integral part of the band.

Together they rev up two decades of hits, from Roy Orbison’s “Pretty Woman” and the McCoys “Hang on Sloopy” to Skynyrd’s “Gimme Three Steps” and “Sweet Home Alabama.”

McLoughlin expects that the band will play several numbers from their new CD “Premium Gas.”

The CD will be on sale at the show, along with their “World Tour” t-shirt extolling their appearances at such venues as Mayberry, N.C., and Frostbite Falls, Minn.

Information about the band is available at www.gaspumpjockeys.com.




Members of the Gas Pump Jockeys, who will play 60s and ‘70s rock and roll at the Reynoldsburg Tomato Festival Sept. 8, include, from left, front, Jim Hunter and Pat McLoughlin, and back, Kerry Patesel, Scott Langley and Larry Reese.
